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Drainage District

Why are IDBs so Important to the UK (ADA, 2013)
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• IDB’s formed through Constitution Orders under the 

Land Drainage Act.

• Purpose is to protect people and property against 

river and surface water flooding through water level 

management within the Drainage District. 

• Roles and responsibilities under LDA, Flood & 

Water Management Act, Flood Risk Regulations, 

Public Bodies Bill, FCERM, Water Framework 

Directive

• They fulfil their role through maintaining Ordinary 

Watercourses and pumping stations to convey 

rainfall to Main River. 

• Funded through drainage rates and special levies.

• Report to Defra, and EA has a supervisory role.
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Relationship with NYC
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Drainage District
Catchment 



South East of Drainage District
Catchment 



Little Airmyn / Newland
Catchment 



Little Airmyn Pumping Station
IDB maintained using permissive powers 



Eskamhorn Ings 
Catchment 



Ings Pumping Station
IDB maintained using permissive powers



Newland / Rusholme
Gravity Catchment 



Drax
Catchment 



Lendall Pumping Station
IDB maintained using permissive powers



Carr Dyke
Origin



Brayton
Catchment 



Catchment adjacent Barlby
Great Clough Catchment 



Catchment adjacent Barlby
Great Clough Catchment 



Infrastructure Benefit from IDB activity

More than 5% of 

26,000km of rail track in 

England and Wales lies 

within IDB Districts

The Value of WLM Transportation Network (ADA, 2013)

129 miles of 

motorway in England 

and Wales lies within 

IDB Districts, almost 

6% of the 39,000km 

of motorway and trunk 

road

The Value of WLM Transportation Network (ADA, 2013)
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Incident Response



Obstruction to Flow
Examples



Internal Flood Risk



External Flood Risk



Engagement & Education



Working in Partnership
and raising awareness of riparian responsibilities



Managing Water from a Catchment Perspective

further information from www.shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk

You Tube : What is an Internal Drainage Board?

http://www.shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk/
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